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At first King Maximilian II made no objection, but towards the
end of the year 1848 he gave his father clearly to understand that
he wished him to leave the Palace, where he had lived for nearly
half a century, and to move into what had formerly been the Crown
Prince's Palace. In this way the new order was emphasized
publicly. Maximilian insisted upon the arrangement as he found
the upkeep of the suites of two kings in one building impossible.
In addition, the unwillingness of the new King to complete the
Bavarian Hall of Fame annoyed the ex-King not a little. Whether
he liked it or not, he had to continue it at his own cost, and this
did not help to lessen the tension between Ludwig and Maximilian.
Ludwig's friend in Italy had heard with real consternation and
deep regret the news of the abdication of her royal admirer. Ghita
indicated maliciously that her already ageing friend, who made
almost ridiculous efforts to induce others to think her still young
and beautiful,1 was also concerned about the personal dis-
advantages to her in consequence of this change. But here she did
her a great injustice. Mariannina Waddington was really fond
of the King and continued to write him friendly letters, promised
him not to mention 'that woman', and was only anxious lest Ludwig
should again avoid her when he next came to Italy. That would
cause gossip which might even be commented upon in the Press.2
King Ludwig sometimes longed to speak to his old friend again,
to calm her and to find sympathy with her. At times melancholy
would overtake him, and then as ever poetry would be the outlet
of his emotions. He sometimes longed for the peace of the grave:

'I do appear to be as one who has died,

Like to a tree long dead whose leaves have falTn. . . .'

Only the consciousness that he might still do something for art
gave him fresh courage:

The days which God may still vouchsafe to me
To art's high service and my fellow men. . . .
I here do swear they dedicated be. . . .'3

Munich sometimes depressed the King too much; for that reason
he frequently visited his daughter Mathilde in Hesse, and in the
summer he went to Berchtesgaden and Leopoldskron, where he
could be cheerful and even jovial. 'But in Munich the wound will
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